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Research funding sources – external drivers

Main Science and Technology Indicators (oecd.org)

In the last two decades, global R&D expenditures have skyrocketed, reaching 
$2.4 trillion in 2020! At the same time, researchers struggle to find funding 

for their research activities. 

https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=MSTI_PUB


ERA Policy Agenda
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• Promote qualitative judgement with peer-review, supported by responsible use of 

quantitative indicators

• Consider the value and impact of a diversity of research outputs

• Incentivize open collaboration and early knowledge and data sharing

• Balanced talent circulation

• Transdisciplinary and inter-sectoral mobility across the ERA

• …

Expected outcomes (Action 3 & 4)  A changing 

landscape!
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What to do?



• Define & prioritise Activities

• Career planning

• Retrospective assessment

https://www.ed.ac.uk/researchers/career-development/research-careers-tool

Find your coordinates!



Learn from others!



Existing 

knowledge

Future 

opportunities

Unknown Author

In ancient Roman religion and myth, Janus is the god of beginnings, 

gates, transitions, time, duality, doorways, passages, and endings.
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The Community Research and Development 

Information Service (CORDIS)

CORDIS | European Commission (europa.eu)

CORDIS – EU 

research results

https://cordis.europa.eu/en
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• Map the ecosystem for new projects and new commers..

• Potential competitors and prospected partner

• Test the novelty of your idea / State-of-the-art

• Build on existing ideas

• Mind the knowledge gap!

Mixmagic | Stock vector | Colourbox

Use Cordis to: 

https://www.colourbox.com/vector/brain-icon-in-flat-style-vector-41691491


Move from focusing on singular 

funding opportunities to a 

portfolio mindset.



Present End goal

Small project 

grants (legater)

What & How

Knowledge

Funding sources: Uncomplete Overview

Public funding
(NFR, KD, etc.)

Internal funds
(Spire, UiB legat, PES, 

etc)

Regional (RCN, 

Innovation, 

Fylkeskommuner, etc)

Bilateral 

agreements 
(Akademiavtalen, NAV, etc)

EU funds

International Cooperation 

in Education (SIU)

Foundations
(Kristian Gerhard Jebsen 

Foundation, the Kavli Trust, and 

the Trond Mohn)

Nordic funds
(RCN, bilateral funds)

EEA and 

Norway grant

???

Non-profit 

organization (Norwegian 

cancer society)
???

???



Norsk deltakelse i EU-programmer 2021-2027 - regjeringen.no

EU Funding!

https://www.regjeringen.no/no/tema/europapolitikk/eos1/byra-program-samarbeid/euprogrammer_2021_2027/id2872715/
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