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Education in Denmark

05/03/2019    | The Technical University of Denmark2 |

upper secondary education/
high school

Bachelor of Eng
3½-year programme

BSc Eng
3-year BSc

MSc Eng
2-year MSc

PhD
3-year PhD

Year 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8



Legal framework
- the PhD education is governed by the following

The Universities 
Act (Consolidation 
Act no. 367 of 25 
March 2013)

Ministerial Order on 
the PhD Programme
at the Universities 
(Ministerial Order 
no. 1039 of 27 
August 2013)

National 
rules

DTUs 
PhD 
Guide

DTU 
rules 
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https://www.retsinformation.dk/forms/r0710.aspx?id=152430#Kap6


Legal framework
- the PhD employment is governed by the following
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The collective
agreement for 
academic staff

Regulates
mandatory 
work (840 hrs) 

PhD 
employment
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The PhD project 
Carry out independent research work under supervision
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The PhD 
thesis

Course work

Active 
research 

environments
Dissemination
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Gain experience 
of teaching 
activities or 
other form of 
knowledge 
dissemination. 

Including stays 
at other, mainly 
foreign, research 
institutions, 
private research 
enterprises etc. 

Complete PhD 
courses or 
similar study 
elements of 
approx. 30 
ECTS points. 

Complete a PhD 
thesis on the 
basis of the PhD 
project. 



How it started
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Meeting with the deans of DTU 

and NTNU autumn 2014

Wanted an agreement by January 

2015

Agreement signed February 2015



The agreement

Standard agreement  - DTU Basis

Individual agreement - NTNU Basis
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[Logo partner university]

AGREEMENT
JOINT DOCTORATE DEGREE

between the Parties

Technical University of Denmark (DTU)
and

[Name of partner university]

Preamble
The parties have agreed to establish a Joint Doctorate Degree within 
the scientific areas of DTU and [Acronym of partner university] 
mentioned in Appendix A.

Scopes and objectives



My experiences

Admission

– The PhD student has to be admitted from the start at both universities –
important with flexibility

– A lot of work from both supervisors and administrators 

The PhD study

– PhD supervisors are used to this

– Working permits - Be aware of Non-EU or Non EØS citizens

The finishing of the PhD study

– The diploma – one or two?
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Advise

Face to face meeting for the administrators and university layers 

– Understanding of words

– What are the legislation? – any obstacles 

An individual agreement 

– secures the PhD student

– All parties know their obligation

The Diploma

– One or Two?

– If one what kind of design and who to sign?
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